
Academic Policies and Regulations  

Academic policies and regulations are developed and approved by the faculty of Taylor University and are administered by the Provost working with the 
Registrar, Deans, and appropriate faculty committees.  Intended to be rigorous and challenging, these policies and regulations are administered with 
individualized attention and concern for the educational advantage and well-being of each student. 

Academic Advisors 

The purpose of Academic Advising at Taylor University is to assist students in developing educational and career goals that are compatible with their 
perceived life calling; empower students to accept responsibility and leadership in developing their own educational plans; and aid students in their 



 

https://www.taylor.edu/student-consumer-info
http://www.wpacouncil.org/


Academic Load 

Fall/Spring Semesters 

Registration for 12+ credit hours during the Fall or Spring semesters constitutes full-time enrollment status.  A normal academic course load is 14-16 hours 
per term.  Students with a minimum grade point average (GPA) of 2.00 may carry 17 credit hours.   
An academic load greater than 17 hours requires a minimum GPA and authorization from the Office of the Registrar.  A minimum GPA of 3.00 is necessary 
to carry 18 hours; 3.30 GPA for 19 hours; and 3.60 GPA for 20 hours (the maximum load permitted).  An additional tuition charge will be assessed per credit 
hour above 17 hours per term. 

Interterm  (January) 

Registration for 3-4 hours is considered a normal load for Interterm



Advanced Placement and Credit by Examination 

Students may qualify for advanced placement and college credit by satisfying the standards set by individual departments to pass the College Board Advanced 
Placement Examinations (AP), the College Level Examination Program (CLEP), the International Baccalaureate (IB) credit at the higher level, and Cambridge 
General Certificate of Education Advanced Level Examinations (GCE A-Level).    

Students may be eligible for placement at the next level of the college sequence and may receive college credit if the overall quality of their performance 
merits such recognition.  A maximum of 30 hours of advanced placement and credit by examination may be applied to meet graduation requirements.  Score 
levels vary between subjects; score levels considered passing may be obtained by visiting https://www.taylor.edu/admissions/how-to-apply/testing-and-placement. 

For additional information regarding advanced placement and credit by examination, contact the Offices of the Registrar and Academic Assessment. 

Advanced Placement Examinations (AP) and College Level Examination Program (CLEP) 

Prior to entering Taylor, students interested in AP or CLEP testing credit should contact the Office of Academic Assessment to request information regarding 
testing policies, fees, deadlines, and limitations.   

AP credit must be elected and the transcript posting fee �S�D�L�G���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���I�L�U�V�W���V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U���D�W���7�D�\�O�R�U�������&�/�(�3���H�[�D�P�V��should be taken, credit elected, and 
transcript posting fee paid for prior to reaching senior status at Taylor.  

Refer to the Proficiencies section of this catalog 



Classification of Students 

Matriculated students are those students who have fully met all requirements for admission and have enrolled in courses to meet undergraduate degree 
requirements.  Matriculated students are classified as follows: 

Cumulative Earned  
Credit Hours  

Class 

0.00-30.99 Freshman 

31.00-60.99 Sophomore 

61.00-94.99 Junior 

95.00 + Senior 

Entering students (first-time or transfer) are classified consistent with the Integrated Postsecondary Data System.  Those students identified as first-time students 
are entering a postsecondary institution as an undergraduate degree-seeking student for the first time after receiving their high school diploma. This includes 
students with dual credit earned before they graduated from high school, or an associate degree earned before or at the same time as high school graduation. 
Classification is based upon the number of credit hours a student has earned which includes transfer credit listed on the Taylor transcript. 

�'�H�D�Q�·�V���/�L�V�W 

Full-�W�L�P�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���Q�D�P�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���'�H�D�Q�·�V���/�L�V�W���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���H�D�U�Q�H�G���D�������������R�U���E�H�W�W�H�U���*�3�$���I�R�U���W�K�H��semester and when at least 12 credit hours carry 
quality point values.    

Distance Learning Policy for Residential Students 

No more than 16 hours of distance learning may be taken to fulfill degree requirements; courses included in the regular schedule of classes as offered online 
during Fall, Spring, and Summer terms do not count toward this limit. 

The guidelines listed below for accepting transfer credit are also used in evaluating distance learning courses taken at other accredited universities.  After 
�H�Q�U�R�O�O�L�Q�J���D�W���7�D�\�O�R�U�����V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���P�X�V�W���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���D���W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U���F�U�H�G�L�W���F�R�X�U�V�H���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���I�R�U�P���V�L�J�Q�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���D�G�Y�L�V�R�U����course department chair, and 
the Registrar prior to enrolling in the course.  Upon completion of the course, students should request their transcripts be sent directly to the Office of the 
Registrar at Taylor before the next enrollment period. 

Courses taken through Taylor University Online (TUO) require the completion of the TUO course approval form which includes the approvals stated 
above.  Grades earned affect the student’s GPA and are recorded on the student’s transcript.  Open-learning courses are not considered part of the academic load 
for tuition, enrollment verification, or financial aid purposes.  Students on institutional academic probation are not permitted to register for courses through 
TUO unless repeating the course.  No academically suspended student may be enrolled in any Taylor courses, including those offered by TUO.  Candidates 
for graduation must complete all distance learning course work and exams prior to the conferral date of the degree. 

TUO course approval forms are available online at https://www.taylor.edu/offices/registrar/forms.  

Eligibility for Intercollegiate Athletics  

For participation in intercollegiate athletics, students must typically be enrolled full time, carrying at least 12 credit hours.  In addition, they must meet the 
eligibility regulations and academic progress rules of the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA). 

Experiential Education 

Experiential education includes practicum experiences, internships, and field and travel studies providing students with the opportunity to integrate 
theoretical learning in a major field of study with actual work experience in a variety of non-classroom settings.  Students should consult with academic 
departments and supervising faculty for departmental policies, guidelines, and responsibilities. 

Tuition for experiential education completed during the Summer is at the standard Summer session credit hour rate.  Check with the Financial Aid Office 
to inquire about possible assistance for the Summer term.  Experiential education courses are not eligible for audit credit. 

Registration forms for experiential education are available online at https://www.taylor.edu/offices/registrar/forms.  For additional information, please refer to 
Specific Registration in the Registration section of this catalog. 

Practicum 

Usually completed in the Summer term, a practicum course is a significant applied-learning experience with a meaningful, supporting component that enables 
students to observe, apply, and better understand previously studied theory. 

An individual practicum can be done for 1-4 hours of credit; a maximum of eight hours of credit can be earned through practicum experiences for degree 
requirements, subject to departmental requirements.  Completed under the direction of a faculty advisor and an employer supervisor, students are required 
to complete a minimum of 40 clock hours of work experience for each academic credit earned.  Academic departments may require additional work hours 
to meet curriculum requirements within the major program; students should consult with academic departments and supervising faculty for departmental 
policies, guidelines, and responsibilities.   

Students generally arrange their own practicum assignment with guidance from and the approval of the supervising instructor.  Registration for a practicum 
should take place before the term in which the practicum credit is to be given.  Enrollment in a practicum requires the consent of the instructor and the 
approvals of the academic advisor and course department chair.   

Academic credit is given for the practicum; therefore, the cost of a practicum is the same as for a regular course and is based on the number of credit hours.  
Tuition for a practicum completed during the Summer term is billed at the standard Summer session credit hour rate for this experience. 
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Internship 

An internship is an advanced-level, discipline-





Transfer Credit Policy 

Transfer request forms are typically available from the college in which courses have been completed.  Taylor University does not accept transfer credit 
older than 10 years. 

New Students 

To receive credit for course work earned at other accredited universities, new students should request that college transcripts be sent directly to the Office of 
Admissions at Taylor University.  These transcripts are then forwarded to the Office of the Registrar for transfer credit evaluation; a copy of the evaluation is sent to 
the student.  The Office of the Registrar evaluates courses for foundational core and elective credit and confers with the appropriate department chair to have major 
or minor courses evaluated for transfer credit.  Course descriptions and syllabi may be required in order to evaluate transfer courses. 

Current Students 

After enrolling at Taylor, students who plan to take a course at another university during the summer or during a se�P�H�V�W�H�U�·�V���D�E�V�H�Q�F�H and wish to transfer credit to 
apply toward a degree, �P�X�V�W���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���D���W�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U���F�U�H�G�L�W���F�R�X�U�V�H���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���I�R�U�P���V�L�J�Q�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�·�V���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���D�G�Y�L�V�R�U�����F�R�X�U�V�H���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���F�K�D�L�U�����D�Q�G���Whe Registrar 
�S�U�L�R�U���W�R���H�Q�U�R�O�O�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H�������7�K�H���P�D�M�R�U���R�U���P�L�Q�R�U���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���F�K�D�L�U�·�V���V�L�J�Q�D�W�X�U�H���P�D�\���E�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���L�I���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�V�H���L�V���D major/minor requirement.  Upon 



Transcript of Academic Record 

In accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA), transcripts may not be released without the consent of the student.  Students 
request official transcripts by following the instructions available at https://www.taylor.edu/offices/registrar/transcripts.  
Students may view an unofficial copy of their academic transcript via their TOWER accounts.  This abstract is useful to students and academic advisors only; 
it is not an official transcript of academic record.  

TOWER Online Access System 

Taylor Online Web Enabled Records (TOWER) provides students secure online access to their academic records, including course registration, unofficial transcripts, 
grades, 1098T, and limited student account information.    

TU Alert Emergency Messaging System 

The TU Alert emergency messaging system will allow Taylor University to immediately notify students and employees of impending life-threatening or life-
altering situations including rapidly-developing, life-threatening criminal activity on campus and imminent severe weather activity.  The system utilizes Wireless 
Emergency Notification System (WENS) technology and can send text messages to cell phones and email messages to accounts of Taylor's students and 
employees.  TU Alert will never be used for advertising or spam.  
Students may sign up for TU Alert at http://entry.inspironlogistics.com/taylor/wens.cfm?ep_id=student.  Employees may sign up for TU Alert at 
http://entry.inspironlogistics.com/taylor/wens.cfm?ep_id=employee. 

Tutorials 

A tutorial course is classroom-based, individualized instruction scheduled to meet on campus at a time that is mutually convenient for the student and the 


